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News Release

30 November 2009

Piha Surf Life Saving Club caps 75 years in style
Piha Surf Life Saving Club capped its 75th year in style on Friday night with an impressive display at the Unitec Waitakere Sporting Excellence Awards.
A year that saw success across all facets of the club was capped with the presentation of the coveted Club of the Year award, with Piha SLSC claiming its second win in three years.
Success at the World Surf Boat Champs in Biarritz saw the Piha A Crew Boaties named Team of the Year and coach/sweep Mark Bourneville taking out Coach of the Year, narrowly edging out fellow club coach Carl Newman. Bourneville was also a finalist in the Volunteer Service to Sport category.

The remarkable night was completed by General Manager Rob Wakelin being awarded Sports Administrator of the Year for the second consecutive year.
In accepting the Club of the Year award, club President Peter Brown was quick to point out “this award hasn’t happened by accident, it is a reflection of a lot of people doing a lot of good work in all areas of the club and the support and stability given by our amazing club sponsors”.

This success follows hot on the heels of Piha SLSC being a finalist in the Non-profit and Community Sector Award at the Waitakere Business Awards and Wakelin crowned Waitakere Young Business Person of the Year. Earlier in the year Piha SLSC had a number of sporting successes with the World Surf Boat title the jewel in the crown.
“It’s an exciting time for the club” acknowledged Brown, “while the prowess of our volunteer lifeguards is widely regarded and something we take immense pride in, we have been steadily achieving in recent years on the sporting front and working hard to evolve the governance and management of the club. We’re now seen as not only a leader in surf life saving circles but in a wider sporting context.”
Said Wakelin, “in celebrating our 75th earlier in the year it was made apparent that we are merely the guardians of a tremendous club legacy and some day others will step up to take on that responsibility. They say success has many parents and nowhere is that more relevant than at Piha where a large number of members have played a role in our current success.”
For Piha SLSC the attention now moves to providing another summer of volunteer life saving patrols and the upcoming surf sport season with the club eager to write the next chapter in its rich history.
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